
APPENDIX 

Prayers for Use with the Catechism of the Anglican Church in North America 

 

Prayer is an essential component in the catechetical process. It invites catechists, catechumens 

and sponsors to participate in the presence and power of God, who is at work transforming 

disciples into the image of Jesus Christ. It is a significant means by which Christian faith moves 

beyond our heads into our hearts and hands, so that the reign of God will increase in and through 

us. Catechists and sponsors are encouraged to pray with and for catechumens during sessions, 

and by beginning and ending each session with prayers. The following section contains some of 

the classic prayers of the Church categorized by topics to help in the process of formation:  

 

For repentance and forgiveness 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who 

repent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 

and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

For rebirth and renewal in Christ 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be 

born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by 

adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

For purity 

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hid, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

For transformation 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 

nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 

humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen 



 

For growth in the knowledge and love of God the Father  

Almighty God who so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life; pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love 

by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us, that we may delight in the inheritance that is ours as 

your sons and daughters, and live to your praise and glory, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

For growth in the Holy Spirit 

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us according to your 

will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us into all truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Or 

O God, who taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy 

Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice 

in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

For self-dedication and commitment to God’s will 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 

imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be completely yours, utterly dedicated to you; 

and then use us, we pray, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

For studying the Scriptures 

Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

For quiet hearts 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, and in quietness 

and confidence shall be our strength: By your Holy Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, 

where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



For preparation for Baptism 

Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn 

us from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn to new life in him, may live in 

righteousness and holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

For preparation for Confirmation 

Grant, Almighty God, that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our baptism 

into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, may be filled with your Holy Spirit, and 

live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

For the ministry of sharing the Gospel with others 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 

everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, may draw those who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.  



THE CREEDS 
 

Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]1

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

                                                 
1 The filioque [and the Son] is not in the original Greek text. Nevertheless, in the Western Church the filioque [and the 
Son] is customary at worship and is used for the explication of doctrine [39 Articles of Religion]. The operative resolution 
of the College of Bishops concerning use of the filioque is printed with the General Instructions at the end of the Holy 
Communion, Long Form. 



The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Creed of Saint Athanasius (Quicunque Vult) 
 
Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith. 
Which Faith except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish  
     everlastingly. 
And the Catholic Faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity,  
     neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. 
For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. 
But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one, the Glory  
     equal, the Majesty co-eternal. 
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. 
The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 
The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost  
     incomprehensible. 
The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal. 
And yet they are not three eternals, but one eternal. 
As also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated, but one uncreated, and  
     one incomprehensible. 
So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty. 
And yet they are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 
And yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 
So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord. 
And yet not three Lords, but one Lord. 
For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by  
      himself to be both God and Lord, 
So are we forbidden by the Catholic Religion, to say, There be three Gods, or three Lords. 
The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. 



The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor created, but begotten. 
The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, neither made, nor created, nor begotten,  
      but proceeding. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three  
      Holy Ghosts. 
And in this Trinity none is afore, or after other; none is greater, or less than another; 
But the whole three Persons are co-eternal together and co-equal. 
So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be  
      worshipped. 
He therefore that will be saved is must think thus of the Trinity.  
 
Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly the  
      Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For the right Faith is, that we believe and confess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of  
      God, is God and Man; 
God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and Man of the substance  
      of his Mother, born in the world; 
Perfect God and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. 
Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching his  
      manhood; 
Who, although he be God and Man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; 
One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh but by taking of the Manhood into God; 
One altogether; not by confusion of Substance, but by unity of Person. 
For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and Man is one Christ; 
Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, he sitteth at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from  
      whence he will come to judge the quick and the dead. 
At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies and shall give account for their  
      own works. 
And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil into  
      everlasting fire. 
This is the Catholic Faith, which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved. 

 


